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Flash Report 07 July, 2021 
 

Report on the Meeting of the European Commissioner for Neighbourhood and Enlargement, 
Olivér Várhelyi and EBA members on Wednesday, 7th of July, 2021. 

 

 

 

The meeting was moderated by John Braeckeveldt - Chair of the European Business Association 

and attended by Mr. Carl Hartzell – Ambassador of the European Union to Georgia, Mrs. Catarina 

Bjorlin Hansen – Regional Director for Caucasus, European Bank for Reconstruction and 

Development; Mr. Maciej Czura – Head of European Investment Bank’s Regional representation 

for the South Caucasus, EBA members from different sectors were invited included: ProCredit 

Bank, DIO, Neiron AI, MY GPS, STC Int'l Business Development Ltd, Orient Logic, Georgian 

Airways, Caucasus Road Project (CRP), Kvarkhiti Agro, Garneti ltd, Deutsche Basalt Faser GmbH 

(DBF). 
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The panel was composed of the Commissioner and 5 

panelists including Rati Gholijashvili an EBA Youth 

Board member. Presentations were made on the 

following topics: Transport, SME Sector, the Agro-

Food sector, Digital and a Youth. A general discussion 

was followed by a Q&A session.  

 

Topics Discussed:  

 Priorities for cooperation with Eastern Partnership Countries 

 Economic, trade relations 

 Challenges and development of local SMEs 

 Georgia’s digital perspective and youth potential  

 EU’s Economic and Investment Plan 

 Long term objectives 

 The proposal contributing to the discussions on the future Eastern Partnership policy 

including the Eastern Partnership summit planned for December 2021 
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The Commissioner for Neighbourhood and 

Enlargement Olivér Várhelyi commented: “We are 

putting forward an ambitious Economic and 

Investment Plan that will help stimulate jobs and 

growth and bring prosperity to the Eastern 

Partnership region. The Plan includes country 

flagships for all Eastern Partners, including support 

for a future democratic Belarus. This new agenda 

will support socioeconomic recovery after COVID-19 

pandemic, strengthen economic relations and build trade routes between the EU and partner 

countries.” 

The EU’s comprehensive agenda presented 

 The comprehensive agenda aims at increasing trade, growth and jobs, investing in 

connectivity, strengthening democratic institutions and the rule of law, supporting the 

green and digital transitions, and promoting fair, gender-equal and inclusive societies. 

 

 The comprehensive agenda focusing on recovery, resilience and reform, includes 

selection of the top ten targets for 2025 with clear commitments in all the priority areas 

of cooperation.  

 

 They encompass areas like the additional support to 500,000 SMEs, build or upgrade 

3.000 km of priority roads and railways in line with EU standards address hybrid and cyber 

threats, fight corruption, reduce energy consumption by at least 20% in 250,000 

households, improve access to safe water services and air quality, increased access to 

high-speed internet in 80% of households, assistance to vaccinate health workers, 

additional support to civil society and independent media, mobility opportunities for 

70,000 students, researchers and young people. 

 

 The regional economic and investment plan will support post – COVID socio-economic 

recovery and long-term resilience, taking into account the ‘build back better' agenda. The 

plan outlines priority investments and defines a set of flagship initiatives, which have been 

jointly identified with the partner countries, in view of their priorities, needs and 

ambitions. 
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Agreed next steps: 

The proposals will be discussed with partner countries, EU Member states, civil society and other 

key stakeholders at the 6th Eastern Partnership Summit in December 2021. 

 

 

Report ends. 

Authorised by John Hugo Freddy Braeckeveldt – Chair of the European Business Association 

 

 

 

 


